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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NCBA PARTNERS WITH KABARAK UNIVERSITY FOR SME CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM.

The Business Development Programme aims to equip entrepreneurs with skills in finance, strategy, innovation and sustainability.

6th November 2025……Nakuru. NCBA has today announced a strategic partnership with Kabarak University to roll out a Business Development Programme (BDP) for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) across the country. The partnership is part of NCBA’s broader commitment to supporting SME growth through knowledge, capacity building and practical business support.

The NCBA-Kabarak University collaboration will see the rollout of a 4-month structured training programme designed to equip entrepreneurs with the tools they need to scale their businesses sustainably. BDP is built around 96 contact hours of in-depth training in strategic planning, compliance, product development, finance, risk management and technology integration. It will also include interactive case studies, peer-to-peer roundtables and field visits to expose participants to practical business environments.

“We believe that SMEs are the engine of economic growth in Kenya. This partnership with Kabarak University allows us to offer our customers strategic business skills and expert guidance to succeed in today’s complex and fast-evolving marketplace,” said Mr. Dennis Njau, NCBA Group Director Retail Banking. 

He added, “This collaboration also mirrors a similar successful industry-academic initiative, such as the one we have with Strathmore Business School. Thus, reinforcing our ongoing commitment to driving financial literacy, entrepreneurship and inclusive economic development.”

The training will be conducted by experienced faculty from Kabarak’s School of Business and Economics, alongside industry experts and seasoned professionals. Entrepreneurs will convene once a week, making the program both intensive and convenient for working business owners. The sessions will primarily take place at Kabarak University and other chosen locations in the Central and Northern Rift areas.

Speaking during the launch, Vice Chancellor of Kabarak University, Professor Henry Kiptiony Kiplangat lauded the partnership, saying, “Our joint programme will unlock capacity within Kenya’s entrepreneurial sector by bridging the knowledge gap, limits scalability and sustainability. Through this initiative, we are investing in resilient, future-ready enterprises.” 

He added that the initiative underscores Kabarak University’s dedication to supporting Kenya’s development agenda by building the managerial and strategic capacity of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), a sector that remains central to create to the country’s economic resilience and job creation. 

“Entrepreneurs are the heartbeat of our economy, through this programme, we are equipping them not to only with business knowledge but also with the adaptability required to thrive in an increasingly competitive and dynamic environment,” he concluded. 

This program is available to NCBA’s SME clients, with the bank pledging to enrol at least 20 participants per group. The participation fee is KES 80,000, payable in two equal instalments. Additionally, NCBA will receive complimentary slots to attend certain events and workshops, and will co-sponsor major SME engagement forums in partnership with the university. 

Entrepreneurs interested in joining the programme can register through NCBA or Kabarak University.

-ENDS-
For media enquiries, please contact:
Nelly Wainaina | Group Director- Marketing, Communication and Citizenship | NCBA Nelly.Wainaina@ncbagroup.com  |Tel:   +254 711 056 444
About NCBA Group
NCBA Group is a full-service banking group providing a broad range of financial products and services to corporate, institutional, SME and consumer banking customers. NCBA Group operates a network of over 100 branches across five countries, including Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, and the Ivory Coast. Serving over 60 million customers, the NCBA Group is the largest banking group in Africa by customer numbers. NCBA Bank Kenya PLC is one of the leading banks in terms of assets. The Bank continues to play a key role in supporting Africa's economic ambitions. The Bank is a Market Leader in Corporate Banking, Asset Finance and Digital Banking.
About Kabarak University
Kabarak University is a leading private university in Kenya, dedicated to providing holistic quality education based in Biblical Christian values. The University offers a wide range of undergraduate, postgraduate and professional programs across diverse disciplines including Business, Pharmacy, Law, Education, Theology, Engineering, Computer Science, Medicine and Health Sciences, Music and Media. With a strong commitment to excellence in teaching, research and community service, Kabarak University nurtures graduates who are intellectually competent, morally upright and socially vibrant academic culture make it a premier destination for learners, seeking transformative education. Kabarak University continues to play a pivotal role in shaping ethical leaders for Keya, Africa and the world. Kabarak University is ISO 9001:2015 certified. 
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